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 Brielle was born with micrognathia as well as retrognathia (her chin and lower jaw were set back from her upper 

jaw). This caused her tongue to push toward the back of the throat blocking her airway (glossoptosis). Brielle also has a 

cleft palate. She was put on a ventilator to assist with breathing and a feeding tube to assist with feedings. Once Brielle was 

able to be weaned from the ventilator she was able to attempt feeding with the bottle, but it was unsuccessful. She had an 

extremely difficult time breathing especially when feeding, which would cause continuous heart rate and oxygen 

drops.  After 28 days in the NICU in Lake Charles Brielle was airlifted to Children’s Hospital in New Orleans. Upon arrival 

Brielle underwent an extensive amount of test and scans to determine the best course of treatment.  Doctors determined 

that Brielle would need multiple operations to move her jaw forward to open her airway and also to repair her cleft 

palate.  On October 19, 2017 she had her first major operation. Following surgery, Brielle required a blood transfusion. 

After five weeks in the NICU in New Orleans Brielle was released from the hospital.  She is awaiting her second surgery 

which will take place in the upcoming weeks.  Brielle goes to speech therapy twice a week to help her with more efficient 

feedings.  She also goes to physical therapy as needed and has weekly weight checks at the pediatrician’s office. She also 

travels back and forth to New Orleans for doctor appointments.  Brielle's third surgery will take place at twelve months old.  

For more information contact: 

bmillerbenefit@gmail.com 

 


